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NARRATIVES FROM THE WAR 

IN CHARGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

The Countess de Bourbon has returned to her native village to do 
all that she can to assist in nursing the French wounded. She is nine 
years old, wears the nurse's uniform and helps the grown-up nurses 
in such duties as she is capable of performing. 

Women are now employed in France as glaziers, replacing broken 
panes of glass in houses and shops. 

One of the English bishops has an episcopal ring which, instead of 
jewels, as is customary, is set with small pieces of ruby and sapphire 
stained glass, fragments from the famous windows of Rheims Cathe- 
dral, shattered by the Germans. 

A number of English women carpenters after being trained at home 
were sent to France, where they are putting up huts for the British 
soldiers. Two years ago a far-sighted woman worker said that before 
the war was over the men all would be wanted for actual fighting and 
that they would be glad to hand over the work behind the lines, to the 
women. 

A war correspondent writing from a French village recently evacu- 
ated by the Germans said the discipline of the common soldier was 
good, when he did brutal things he at least had the grace to apologize 
on the ground that he was under orders. "All the world will think us 
barbarians," said one on his way to cut down apple trees. But no- 
where did the officers drop their professional brutality. A poor, weak, 
old man, very short-sighted and timid, was given three days' solitary 
confinement because he failed to salute a junior officer, and was fed 
on black bread and water. Great numbers of women between sixteen 
and sixty were carried off into slavery, some to work in the fields, some 
for other purposes. No word came back of their particular fate ; mothers 
wild with grief, anxiety and rage crowded round the war correspondent, 
wailing in hysterical anguish. 

The British hospital ship Asturias, while steaming with navigating 
lights and all proper distinguishing Red Cross signs visibly illuminated, 
was torpedoed and sunk without warning by a German submarine. 
Thirty-one lives were lost, besides twelve persons missing. 

The French Chamber of Deputies has proposed that the Entente 
Allies establish a High Court of Justice to judge those responsible for 
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all crime and criminal attempts committed by the enemy during the 
war. The resolution says that the Germans are systematically disre- 
garding the law of nations, that atrocities are increasing and that the 
German nation, in tolerating silently the misdeeds perpetrated in its 
name, becomes an accomplice and assumes all responsibility. 

Thomas Collins, a blacksmith of Biloxi, Mississippi, forged an iron 
cross weighing forty pounds and sent it to Senator James K. Vardaman, 
with the inscription, "Lest the Kaiser forget." Vardaman was one 
of the senators who excited the indignation of the country by obstruct- 
ing the passage of the armed neutrality bill by the Senate. 

Madame Breshkovskya, the famous Russian agitator for democracy, 
who has spent forty-four of her seventy-three years in exile, some of 
them in the fortress of St. Peter and Paul, arrived in Petrograd recently 
and was enthusiastically received by the veterans of revolutionary and 
terrorist times. She is called the grandmother of the revolutionaries. 

The British War Office has decided to remove all distinctive marks 
from hospital ships, as the Germans make them special subjects of at- 
tack. Hitherto, the hull has been painted white with a green band and 
red crosses, also they have carried special flags and lights which will 
be discontinued. 

A hospital ship torpedoed not long since carried 167 wounded Ger- 
man prisoners, in addition to 234 wounded British officers and men. 
Of these, two British and two German officers were drowned, also 17 
British and 13 German wounded of other ranks. One hundred and 
fifty-four wounded German prisoners were rescued by British patrol- 
vessels at the imminent risk of being torpedoed themselves. 

At the great service at St. Paul's Cathedral, London, to mark the 
alliance between the United States and Great Britain, for the first 
time in the service of the Church of England prayer was offered for 
the President of the United States and the King of England together. 
The flags of the two nations floated side by side. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe's Battle Hymn of the Republic, "Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord," was sung. The sermon was preached by 
Bishop Brent of the Philippines. 

A pathetic discussion took place recently at S. Dunstan's Hostel 
for Blind Soldiers, Regent's Park, London. The question under dis- 
cussion was whether it was preferable to be born blind, or to become 
blind after reaching manhood. The majority decided that it was bet- 
ter to have seen. The speakers were quite contentedly sure that the 
main business of life is to be happy, and if a blind man would only keep 
on sticking to it he was bound to get there. 



